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How to determine if you are eligible
for Low Income Subsidies (LIS)
AS A MEDICARE-ELIGIBLE participant, you may be eligible for extra
help with prescription drug costs if your income and resources are below
a certain amount. The federal government provides a Low Income Subsidy (LIS) to qualifying individuals to assist with the premium, deductible
and copayments associated with their Medicare Part D prescription drug
plan. In the DC 37 Medicare Part D Retiree Plan, participants are not
required to pay premiums or deductibles. The LIS can help to reduce
copays or co-insurance for eligible participants who are enrolled in the
DC 37 Medicare Part D Retiree Plan.
To qualify for the LIS both your resources and income must meet the
following criteria:
• Your resources must be limited to $13,640 for an individual
or $27,250 for a married couple living together. Resources
include the value of the things you own. Your car, the house you
live in, or any life insurance policy is not considered as resources
by the Social Security Administration (SSA). Also, the SSA may not
count some of the resources you expect to use for funeral or burial
expenses. Some examples of resources include:
• Real estate (other than your primary residence);
• Bank accounts, including checking, savings and certificates
of deposit ,stocks, bonds, including U.S. Savings Bonds;
• Mutual funds;
• Individual Retirement Accounts (IRA), or
• Cash at home or anywhere else
Your annual income must be limited to $17,820 for an individual
or $24,030 for a married couple living together. If your annual income
is higher, you may still be able to get some help. Some examples where
your income may be higher are if you or your spouse:
• Support other family members who live with you;
• Have earnings from work; or
• Live in Alaska or Hawaii
HOW TO APPLY FOR THE LIS: To apply for “Extra Help” with Medicare prescription drug costs (co-pays), you may apply online at https://
ssa.gov/i1020/start.
If you prefer not to fill out this application online you can call the SSA’s
toll-free number 1-800-772-1213, (TTY 1-800-325-0778) to ask for a
paper application or to make an appointment to apply over the phone.
SSA representatives are available Monday through Friday from 7 a.m.
to 7 p.m. Tell the representative you want to apply for “Extra Help with
Medicare prescription drug plan costs.”
Automatic enrollment: Certain groups of Medicare beneficiaries
automatically qualify for the LIS and do not have to apply. CMS will automatically award them the subsidy based on information received from
the States and SSA and will notify them that they are eligible without
having to file an application.
The following groups are deemed automatically eligible:
• Persons eligible for both Medicare and full Medicaid benefits.
• Supplemental Security Income (SSI) recipients, including SSI
recipients who do not qualify for Medicaid, and individuals deemed
to be SSI recipients.
• Medicare beneficiaries who are participants in the Medicare saving
programs.

New York, N.Y.

Changes in prescription drugs
By NEAL FRUMKIN
(DC 37 Health & Security Plan Trustee), Retirees Association Executive
Board member, Associate Vice President, Hispanic/Solidarity Relations
AS YOU READ THIS you should have been notified of increases in your share
of the costs of prescription drugs covered by the DC 37 Health and Security
Plans (H&S). To each of us, these increases are like a punch to the gut.
These changes were necessary because the major pharmaceutical (Big Pharma)
companies have steadily and rapidly increased prices much faster than the city’s
contributions which fund H&S. In the last few years the outrageous prices for
Hepatitis C drugs ($1,000 per pill), the 4,000 percent increase in a lifesaving
generic drug by Turing Pharmaceuticals, and the hike from $100 to $600 for
EPI pens have been highlighted by the media. These examples are the visible
tip of the iceberg in the criminal rip-oﬀ of everyone who needs to use prescription drugs. Indeed the costs of drug coverage would have bankrupted
the H&S Fund by 2018 if nothing was done. We then would have no
coverage for any of the benefits all members enjoy.
How did this situation arise? The 2003 Medicare Prescription Drug Improvement and Modernization Act, which established the Medicare Part D Program,
was a big giveaway to the pharmaceutical industry. They “won” on their three
priority issues: (1) There was no direct administration of drug benefits by the
federal government. This meant private insurers and drug companies would
control our access to our needed (often lifesaving) medications; (2) No explicit
cost control measures. This means that these same folks would set prices as
they wished. It is as if they could legally pick our pockets and benefit from our
health issues; and (3) No legalization of drug re-importation; stopping us from
purchasing less expensive drugs available elsewhere in the world.
What can we do? The DC 37 Retirees Association has approached others in
the municipal union movement about building a broad coalition to fight back.
We want to reverse Big Pharma’s “victory” on the three issues listed above. You
can and must be part of the political and legislative solution and act directly in
the face of Big Pharma. Put your boots on and get ready to march. As former
Retirees Association President Stu Liebowitz would say, “We might
be retired but we are not retiring.”

DC 37 Retirees Association
New York meetings
Hispanic Committee

Tuesday

Feb. 7

10:30 a.m.

General Membership

Tuesday

Feb. 14

10:00 a.m.

Health Committee

Tuesday

Feb. 14

12:00 p.m

CBTU Committee

Tuesday

Feb. 14

12:00 p.m

Meet and Greet Committee Tuesday

Feb. 14

1:00 p.m.

Political Action Committee Tuesday

Feb. 21

10:30 a.m.

Asian Committee

Wednesday Feb. 22

1:00 p.m.

Executive Board

Tuesday

10:00 a.m.

Housing Committee

Wednesday March 1 11:00 a.m.

Jewish Committee

Monday

March 13 11:00 a.m.

Pension Committee

Monday

March 27 1:00 p.m.

Feb. 28

